
Fall 2004

Governor Edward G. Rendell 

225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
Dear Governor Rendell:

As American Heart Association volunteers, we are deeply concerned about the public health of the residents of Pennsylvania from the dangers of secondhand smoke.  We urge you to support the Clean Indoor Air Bill (S.1213) and help save the lives of Pennsylvanians by restricting smoking in public buildings, including restaurants and bars. Exposure to secondhand smoke increases risk for heart disease and stroke by 50-60%. Passive smoke substantially reduces blood flow, thus leading to higher risk of blood clotting, which means a higher risk for heart attack or stroke.

· Secondhand smoke is the leading controllable risk factor to cardiovascular and stroke deaths, the No.1 and No.3 causes of death in the U.S., which can be easily reduced through limiting exposure through comprehensive and complete Clean Indoor Air policies.

· Secondhand smoke is responsible for almost 38,000-heart disease and stroke-related deaths annually among adult nonsmokers in the U.S.

· The risk is even greater amongst children as an estimated 300,000 children age 18 months and younger will contract bronchitis or pneumonia from breathing secondhand smoke. 

The affects of Clean Indoor Air legislation in neighboring states are encouraging. Since the inception of Clean Indoor Air, the states of Delaware, New York and city of Boston all saw a drop of approximately 11% in smoking rates, thus reducing the risk of cardiovascular disease and stroke. Smoke-free establishments are also seeing an increase in profits and employment, and a reduction in maintenance, insurance costs and employee absence due to sickness. 

Pennsylvanians have the right to breathe pollution-free air. You play a crucial role in the fight against tobacco and reduction in death and disease caused by tobacco use. By supporting this legislation, the number of Pennsylvania smokers would be reduced by 180,000-330,000 and about 57,600 lives would be saved. Please do your part to save and improve lives of the residents and workers in Pennsylvania. The lives saved might just be your friend or loved one.

Thank you for your support of the Clean Indoor Air Act (S. 1213) in Pennsylvania.

Respectfully,

HEART DISEASE AND STROKE.  YOU’RE THE CURE.
GOVERNOR RENDELL: HELP US SAVE OVER 


57,000 LIVES IN PENNSYLVANIA…





PLEASE SUPPORT THE CLEAN INDOOR AIR ACT 








