American Heart Association/American Stroke Association

Public Policy Agenda – 2005
Obesity Prevention – Support and encourage medical research and quality physical activity and nutrition programs, to treat and prevent obesity.

Stroke Systems of Care – Support efforts to ensure access to quality stroke prevention, treatment and rehabilitation services, including the promotion of the essential elements of stroke systems of care.

Quality and Availability of Care – Ensure that all U.S. residents have access to and coverage for appropriate and affordable quality care.  This includes support for the promotion of disease management policies consistent with Association guidelines, policies to promote adherence to medications, and actions to eliminate healthcare disparities, including racial and ethnic disparities.

Funding for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Programs – Advocate for increased funding for Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Program, and to advocate for policies that increase compliance with American Heart Association and American Stroke Association guidelines.

Heart and Stroke Research Funding – Seek to maintain significant growth in funding for heart disease, stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases, including support for increased funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

Tobacco Control – Support meaningful efforts to reduce tobacco use, particularly among children, including funding for educational programs; establishing smoke-free public places; regulating the manufacture, sale, distribution, labeling and promotion of tobacco products; and supporting significant price increases on tobacco products.

Charitable Giving – Preserve and enhance the important contributions of the nonprofit sector through support of policy initiatives to encourage individual and corporate charitable giving.

Women and Heart Disease – Support meaningful policies to increase medical research, raise awareness, improve healthcare quality, and reduce disparities for women with heart disease, stroke and other cardiovascular diseases.

Heart and Stroke Chain of Survival – Support policies to remove barriers to appropriate emergency care, to ensure timely and appropriate response.
