You’re the Cure Talking Points 
· The You’re the Cure Network is a grassroots initiative dedicated to finding cures for all forms of cardiovascular disease.  Members of the You’re the Cure Network stay informed about public policy issues that may have an impact on heart disease or stroke through Action Alerts and can take action by using convenient methods provided to contact legislators at the local, state and federal levels.
· You’re the Cure is a nationwide network of over 50,000 volunteer advocates willing to lend their voices by visiting, writing, faxing, or e-mailing local, state and federal legislators on our important issues.

· We currently have over 5,200 members of the You’re the Cure network in PA and DE, which is constantly growing by concerned citizens who want to make a difference. 

· The message for this advocacy network is “Heart Disease and Stroke. You’re the Cure.”  It appeals to all personal values that come from taking action. You don’t have to be a healthcare professional, a police officer, or a hero to save lives, just an advocate willing to share the life-saving messages to lawmakers at the local, state and federal level. You can be a teacher, a survivor, a mother, a father, an accountant, a lawyer, a volunteer or an active member of the community and still play an active role in influencing legislators to support heart disease and stroke-related legislation. 

· We provide convenient ways to make a huge difference in saving lives. You can help pass critical legislation that will help in the fight to reduce disability and death from heart disease and stroke. 

· By joining, you will be updated and be able to contact legislation on important issues such as: 

· Federal STOP Stroke Act, which will provide funding and education programs in addition to implementing much needed stroke systems in hospitals across the country. 

· Physical education and nutrition programs in schools in PA and DE

· Increasing much-needed funding for heart disease and stroke research

· FDA regulation over the marketing, distribution and sale of tobacco products 

Members have been successful by influencing legislators on critical issues such as: 

· The Department of Health has taken the first steps in addressing the childhood obesity epidemic

· 36,000 lives were saved because of the passage of the Delaware Clean Indoor Air Act (smoking ban)

· Pennsylvanians now have better access to Emergency Medical Services (EMS) as a result of passing the Wireless 911 legislation
· More recently, members have been informed and have been able to voice their support of the Clean Indoor Air Worker Protection Law, which would restrict smoking in the workplaces including public buildings, restaurants and bars in Philadelphia 

· Your voice CAN make a difference! We make it easy and convenient for you to stay informed and to contact key decision makers on public policy issues that matter to YOU.  All you have to do is respond to the Action Alerts that you feel are important. 

· We also fortunate to have a large contingency of Key Contacts, who are members with personal or professional connections to local, state or federal legislators. Key contacts are also instrumental in influencing decision makers in supporting American Heart Association and American Stroke Association-related public policies.
· It’s easy to get involved! Upon registration, members receive a welcome packet providing an overview of public policy priorities and how to communicate with legislators. Members are only contacted about 10 times per year with quarterly e-newsletters, education and updates on important issues, and occasional Action Alerts to call, write or visit policy makers. We do not distribute this list, so you will only hear from our local or national office of advocacy. 

· To join the more than 5,000 volunteers in Pennsylvania and Delaware who are already lending their voices to find a cure, visit our secure website at www.americanheart.org/yourethecure or call (800) 734-3500. The network has grown through word of mouth. Please encourage your friends, family and colleagues to get involved by joining You’re the Cure. 
